Report on Trip to Cass Scenic Railroad, Cass, WV
By Stu Dom

On the night of August 3, 2000, three couples from the Mohegan-Pequot Model Railroad Club (Bill &
Ginny Paradis, Larry & Susan Southwick, and Stu & Phyllis Dom) converged at a motel in the West
Virginia mountains for a 2-Day sightseeing tour of the Cass Scenic Railroad. The motel that we stayed at
was the Inn at Snowshoe, which turned out to be at the entrance to a road which lead up to a rather
significant ski resort. Although each couple traveled to the area by car (nearly 600 miles direct) only Bill
& Ginny made the trip to and from in one day. The remainder of the group had many side excursions
along the way and made an extended vacation with this event as the focal point. This auto trip traveled
through some of the most curvy roads in the country, which increased the driving time significantly.

On Friday morning (8/4/00) Bill and I got up early to buy
tickets for the noon 5-hour round trip to the top of Bald
Knob, which is the third highest peak in West Virginia at
4842 ft, and the highest railroad east of the Mississippi.
This long trip up the mountain was a 22 mile round trip
adventure where the train climbed nearly 2400 feet in
height, which represents an average incline of about 4 %,

and inclines at
1 several places
reaching the
double digits It was during this initial trip to the West Virginia
State Park (Cass Scenic Railroad) that the first of the 3
operating 3-truck Shay engines as Cass was observed - Engine
| No. 11. As can be seen from these pictures, this engine was in
| immaculate condition. We later learned that one of the reasons
for the shiny quality of the engine, is that each engine is
cleaned daily, and the care taken on these engines is
unbelievable.

Bill and I had a chance to visit the Engine Service Facility at that time but decided to wait until the next
morning when Larry could join us in the entertainment. After buying the tickets and taking some
pictures, we went back to the motel to collect the remaining members of the party and then traveled back
to Cass to embark on our railroad excursion. Now here’s when the fun really started.

The first thing we noted was that our train was staged at the
terminal with Engine No. 2 at the lead. We also noted that the
o | first car in front of the engine, was a flat car that was being

. | loaded with
# bicycles. We
| found that these
cyclists were
hitching a ride
(’m sure it wasn’t
complementary) to the top of Bald Knob and were going to
ride these mountain bikes back down for more exercise and
entertainment. I asked why they didn’t just ride their bikes to
the top to get more exercise value and was told by one that it
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