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Lighthouse Show Recomputes
by Henry Curtis

OCTOBER 27 - 28 DISPLAY A SUCCESS for
the Southeastern Connecticut Association for
the Retarded (SCAR) - SCAR thanks club
members who participated in the fund
raising event. Over $1,300 was raised,
which will provide scholarship funding for
twelve handicapped people to attend a
weekend of recreation at Camp Harkness for
the Handicapped in Waterford. SCAR was
impressed with the way club members
explained the workings of the railroad
displays and the operation of trains. They
commend our enthusiasm and patience. The
Lighthouse Voc-Ed Center, which provided
the facilities, reported that we left the area
in perfect condition. Henry Curtis, past
president of the club, thanks Grace Curtis for
providing lunch and snacks for the club
members who participated.

Essex Show

Last month we said that this show was
supposed to be a real big deal. Well it was!
Over 27,000 tickets were sold before the
show even began and the attendance was
reported to be over 30,000! Over the two
weekends people came from all over New
England, New York and New Jersey. Some
people said that they even heard foreign
languages being spoken on the train.

The Club had HO, G and N scale layouts set
up in the basement of the Dickinson building.
The unheated building got a little cool but the

crowd warmed things up inside. Setup and
teardown both went smoothiy because there
were enough people to help. The Club raffled off
the Thomas the Tank Engine book that was
donated to us this year. We made more on the
raffle than we made on our club show! The
great minds in the club are already thinking
about ways that we can do even better with next
year's raffle(s) at Essex.

The down side of the show was the little hands
that were grabbing the Plexiglas, and even
trains sometimes. A few parents didn't quite get
the message that their entry fee to see Thomas
the Tank didn't allow their kids to attack
everything in sight. The Club stools were
probably a contributing factor since they put
the smaller kids up to a perfect height to hold
onto the Plexiglas. At the last club meeting we
discussed using barriers for all future Essex
shows. The N Scale layout had their barriers
up and did not suffer the same experiences that
the HO and G Scale |layouts did.

Willimantic Show

On Sunday December 2 the HO (only) layout is
going to be set up at the Eastern Connecticut
Chapter of the NRHS show in Willimantic, CT.
Setup at the high school will be on Friday
evening at 6:00 PM and if things go right we
can arrive on Sunday morning around 8:00 AM
to complete the preparations. The doors open at
7:00 AM and the show runs from 10:00 AM to
3:00 PM. Look for M&P members Jim and Dan
Delany, Art Ferguson and Clark Pritchett at
their tables with lots of good stuff to sell.






