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TThhee NNeewwss ffoorr:: SSeepptteemmbbeerr 22000044
Mohegan and Pequot Club Show

    The Club show this year will be held on
Sunday October 17 at St. Bernard High School
in Uncasville, CT. The school representative
promises a bigger effort from them this time.
We might get the cafeteria this year, otherwise
we have the same spaces as last year. G-scale
presence is still to be determined; otherwise
another club could be invited to set up a
layout. Setup and show preparation for us
(M&P) will be up on Saturday at 8:00 AM
until completion. On Sunday the doors will
open at 7:00 AM for the vendors and the
show will start at 10:00 AM and go to 3:00
PM.  Then we tear down.

We are way behind in advertising and
planning because it took so long for the St.
Bernard administration to give its approval.
Vendor applications will now shift into high
gear. John Waller is handling table sales so
refer any probable dealers to him or give them
a vendor form and letter (included with the
Newsletter). Table cost this year is $25.
     We must publicize the Show much better
this year, particularly among other railroad
clubs, if we want it to be successful. Spread
the word to clubs, hobby shops and any other
place where “train guys” may congregate.
Concessions ($1 off, etc.) could be given to
members of other clubs or groups such as the
Boy scouts. Flyers are available from Dan
Delany now. A good place to pick them up is
at Larry Southwick’s house at a Wednesday
night work session. If we don’t do better this
year than we did at the last show, our Club
show will be a thing of the past.

Up to now John Waller has been under-
whelmed with responses for the Club Show.
He has sent application forms to the following.

B & G Toys and Trains
Berkshire Hills Hobby Supply

Bob’s Photo
Buff Valley Railroad

Connecticut Discount Trains
Cookies Die Cast, LLC

Custom New Haven by George
Danbury Railway Museum

Delany, Jim & Dan
Dick’s Trains

E & H Traction Co.
Federal Hobbies

Ferguson, Art
Hobby Center
Hobby Gallery

Hobby Stores Distributing, Inc.
Howard’s Hobby
Johnsons Trains

Loco & Bobs
Model Rail Supply

P and W Action Videos
GZB Video Productions

Pritchett, Clark
Providence Northern Railroad Club
Quequechan Valley Model Railroad

Consultants
Railfan Photographer & Writer

Railroad Articles
Robert J. Hauschild Studio
RR Model & Hobby Supply

Shippeetown Model Shop, Inc.
Sokol’s Structures

Summit Hobby Supply (Bennington
Scale Models)

http://www.mprr.org
http://www.mprr.org
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The Patch King
The Train Connection

Tom’s Trains of Connecticut
Trackside Sales
Train One, Inc.
Train Stuff LLC

Trash-n-Treasures
Valley Hobbies and Trains, LLC

Visuals at Work
        So far four applications for tables have
been received and The Patch King has sent a
“no way” letter. If you think vendors should
be added to the list, NOW is the time to tell
John, PLEASE!

Club Picnic
   This year the Club Picnic will be held on
September 26 at the home of Henry and Grace
Curtis at .18 Susan Terrace in Waterford, CT.
(Phone 860 443-5953) Festivities start at 1:00
PM. Please bring one side dish, salad or
dessert. The Club will provide the hot dogs,
hamburgers, condiments and drinks.

Henry’s directions to his house:
From Old Saybrook: Take I-95 North to

Exit 75 for US Route 1 (Exit Right). At end of
exit ramp, continue straight on Route 1, 4.1
miles to Avery Lane (5th. traffic light on
Route 1). Look for Silva’s Package Store on
the corner of Avery Lane. Turn Right on
Avery Lane. Go 0.3 mile on Avery Lane to a
traffic light where Connecticut Route 213
begins. Continue straight on Route 213, 1.2
miles to Braman Road. Turn Left on Braman
Road. Go 0.5 mile on Braman Road to Susan
Terrace. Turn Right on Susan Terrace. Go 0.4
mile on Susan Terrace to #18, on Left.

From Salem: Starting at Salem Four
Corners, take Route 85 South towards New
London. Go about 9 miles to traffic light at
Cross Road, which is about 0.9 mile after the
traffic lights at the junction of I-395 and Route
85. Turn Right on Cross Road. Go about 2.3
miles  on  Cross  Road  to  traffic   light  at  US
Route 1. Bear Left on Route 1 and go 1.7
miles to traffic light at Avery Lane. Then
follow directions above for Avery Lane, Route
213, Braman Road & Susan Terrace.

From Groton: Take I-95 South over the
Gold Star Bridge. Continue about 2 miles and
exit Right at Exit 82. Turn Left at end of Exit

82 ramp onto Route 85 towards New London.
Go 0.5 mile on Route 85 (Broad Street) to
traffic light at Jefferson Avenue. Turn Right
on Jefferson Avenue. Go 0.6 mile to traffic
light at Chester Street. Turn Right on Chester
Street. Go on Chester Street (stopping midway
on Chester Street at a stop sign) about 0.4 mile
to Clark Lane. Turn Left on Clark Lane. Go
1.1 mile to a traffic light at US Route 1 (the
end of Clark Lane). Turn Right on US Route
1. Go 0.2 mile to the second traffic light at the
beginning of Connecticut Route 156.Bear Left
on Route 156. Go 0.5 mile to traffic light at
Connecticut Route 213.Turn Left on Route
213, and follow directions above for Braman
Road & Susan Terrace.

A “True” Train Story
by Long Lost Member Bob Murphy

   I recently had a business trip to Philadelphia.
My normal  itinerary  is  to  take  Shoreline  East
from Old Saybrook to New Haven and meet
colleagues in New Haven to share an Acela
trip to Philadelphia. An added bonus is to
share a seat on Shoreline East with another
long lost member of the club, Tom Unger.
This trip was no exception.
   The interesting part was the return trip. I was
planning on connecting with the last Shoreline
East from New Haven to Old Saybrook. My
Acela was on time into Penn Station but then
we followed an Acela Regional to New
Haven. As the trip went on, our schedule
slipped more and more.
   I asked the conductor if I would still make
the connection. He replied that he would call
the dispatcher and ask if he would hold the
Shoreline East for me. (Now that is service!!!).
He reported back that he talked to the
dispatcher and he agreed to hold the train. At
that point all was going according to plan.
   About 15 minutes before we were to arrive
in New Haven, the conductor caught me in the
vestibule and said that the dispatcher could no
longer hold the Shoreline East. He looked to
his left and then to his right to make sure no
one was around and then said “we are going to

http://www.mprr.org
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stop the train in Old Saybrook for you” .I told
him it was not necessary but he insisted.
   Soon after we left New Haven, he made an
announcement that the next station stop would
be New London and it would be in about 45
minutes. He instructed the passengers getting
off in New London that he would announce
the stop 10 minutes before we were
scheduled to arrive. He then instructed me to
go to the forward door of the car I was riding
in and to wait for him. We stopped in Old
Saybrook with squealing and smoking brakes
such that all the passengers lurched forward in
their seats. (Not really, but it does make a
better story). Right on cue the door was
opened  as  we  were  rolling  to  a  stop.  Out  I
went and as quickly as we had stopped, the
train  was  off  again.  No  whistle  blast  was
sounded because that would alert the
Saybrook station agent if he was still on duty.
   As the train was accelerated past me, I could
see many of the confused New London
passengers trying to get to the nearest exit and
the conductor was directing them back to their
seats.
   I would like to think this was the first
unofficial station stop of an Acela in Old
Saybrook, but who knows how many times
this conductor did this deed for others. As we
were slowing to a stop at Old Saybrook, he
looked me and said, “I am going to be
president of this railroad some day because of
my focus on customer service”. President or
unemployed are equally likely, I thought.

Meetings, Work & Operating Sessions
   Now  that  it  is  September  we  are  back  to
meeting on the second and fourth Sundays of
the month, September 12 and 26. This first
meeting will be held at the Bill Library in
Gales Ferry, CT starting at 7:30 PM. (We
can’t get the Bill Library in Ledyard on that
date.) The second meeting, on the 26th, will be
held in conjunction with the Club Picnic at
Henry and Grace Curtis’s house in Waterford.
(See page 2.)
   Work sessions will be held on Wednesday
nights, September 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29 in Larry
Southwick’s basement. These are still sparsely
attended, although a complete layout is up and
running with DCC and DC tracks. The left

half of the control panel, which is now
working on the layout, should be done in
August, although there are still electrical bugs
in the track. Larry again urged members to
come any time to work on the equipment, after
having first checked with Larry!
   There are still a considerable number of
tasks that need to be done on the existing
modules and more people are needed to work
on them. At the same time we still  must keep
up the momentum on the new passenger
modules. We have been encouraged to take
individual modules home and work on them
there if that is more convenient. If you are
doing a Club project such as repairing a
module or building a structure you can do it
any way that you see fit. The only thing that is
required is that the modular standards be
maintained.

Extracts from Meeting Notes in August
[Only includes information relevant this month or

not incorporated in other articles in the newsletter.]
(Extracts from John Waller’s August 22, 2004 notes)
   Members might be interested in seeing the
Charles Hall Garden Railway "Colorado
Creation" at Salem, CT. Call Charles at 860
287 2317 to arrange to see the layout.
   Henry Curtis needs a shopping list for Club-
supplied items for the Club picnic. Bill
Paradis. and Jonathon Harger. should be able
to help.
   Dan (the Prez) still has three Delany Iron
Works (no relation) kits that were bought in
the name of the Club. He paid for them
himself  so he is  anxious to sell  them off;  so's
he can buy a new car. (See the Club officer list
for Dan’s phone number.)
   To promote our show and Club we need to
have a table at other train shows, especially
those immediately preceding our Club Show.
We can have some appropriate display with
Club cars, membership applications and flyers
for our show.
   Dan wants to encourage Boy Scout
organizations to attend; there is a model RR
merit badge. Because of the poor response
from vendors so far, everyone is urged to talk
to candidate vendors at every opportunity to
persuade them to come. Vendor application
forms should be sent to other model RR clubs.

http://www.mprr.org
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John Waller can send forms, just tell him
whom and where! We have flyers for the show
now. If you need them, ask Dan or go to
Larry’s on Wednesday. Advertising is
essential.
   Bob McGregor waxed most enthusiastically
about his Ohio trip, centered on Fostoria. For a
great view of the Norfolk Southern line, stay
at the Country Club Inn, 419 435 6511.

M&P Club Field Trips
   Jim Delany is our field trip coordinator. If
you have any ideas or suggestions for places
to go, bring them to Jim so he can make them
happen.

Field Trip Debriefs
Scheduled Trips

  None scheduled for this month.
Possible/Probable Trips

   The Providence Club layout on a Saturday
morning.  Northlandz in New Jersey.  Troy,
NY to see the RPI layout with a visit to the
new Amtrak station and the yard at Selkirk.
We  could  visit  New  Haven  station  on  a
Saturday and take Metro North to Grand
Central Terminal, to see this renovated gem of
a station.
   Excursions to the railroad museums in
Willimantic and Danbury and the Essex Steam
Train are also potential one-day trips that we
might take this year.
   We could go to Baltimore to check out the B
& O Museum and the Amtrak mainline (the
Northeast corridor). We can make side trips
such as visiting Northlandz as part of a
planned trip. This can be discussed further at
Club meetings over the next few months.

Field Trip Logistics
   We usually leave for day trips from the
commuter lot in Norwich, located on the west
side of I-395 at the Yantic/Norwichtown exit,
EXIT 82, At the end of the exit ramp coming
from the south, turn left and go under I-395.
The lot is on the right just after the overpass. If
you are coming from the north you can see the
lot as you exit.

Member News
   Here is where we actually try to
communicate with our fellow Club members
and those who might want to join us. Do you

need some help with a model railroading
problem, have expertise to share or just want
to get out in the world more? Then let it be
known in the Club newsletter.

Member Dan Farrell Passes
   Word just reached us that long time M&P
Club Member Dan Farrell. passed away on
July 15 of this year. Here is the obituary from
the Hartford Courant.

FARRELL, Daniel F., Jr. Daniel F. Farrell,
Jr., 73, of Westbrook, husband of the late
Michael (Duffy) Farrell, died Thursday, (July
15, 2004) at the Middlesex Hospital Shoreline
Clinic in Essex. Born in New York City, NY
on April 2, 1931, he was the son of the late
Daniel F. and Mary (Fitzpatrick) Farrell, Sr.
Mr.  Farrell  lived  in  New  York City, NY, for
most of his life before moving to Westbrook in
1992. He was a U.S. Army veteran serving in
Japan, graduated from Notre Dame University,
class of 1953 and was a member of St. Marks
Church and The Elks Club, both in Westbrook.
He was also a sports enthusiast and was
particularly fond of his Alma Mater. He is
survived by two sisters, Joan Reynolds and her
husband, Peter and Marie Boyle, all of Pearl
River, NY and 12 nieces and nephews. He was
predeceased by three brothers, Edward, James
and Bryan Farrell and a brother-in-law, John
Boyle.  A  Mass  of  Christian  Burial  will  be
celebrated at 11:00 a.m., Monday, July 19, at
St. Marks Church, McVeagh Rd., Westbrook.
Burial will be at the convenience of the family.
Friends may call at the Swan Funeral Home,
1224 Boston Post Rd., Old Saybrook on
Sunday, July 18, from 5-8 p.m. In lieu of
flowers, contributions may be made in his
memory to the Catholic Youth Organization,
1011 1st. Ave., New York, NY.

   Mrs. Farrell is moving out of the home in
Westbrook (54 Running Pine Road, 399 4596)
to live in New York. There are back issues of
Railroader Magazine and lots and lots of
trains, track, and ?? that Mrs. Farrell wants to
dispose of (she will only be at Westbrook
Saturdays). She says some of the stuff appears
to be brand new.

Communicate with Ross McLean
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   John Waller provided ex M&P Member
Ross McLean’s email address in Australia. It
is  coastwise_nav@yahoo.com

Jim Spavins Returns to School
   You might wonder why Jim’s returning to
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (RPI) in Troy,
NY for his final year of civil engineering is of
any great interest to the Club. Well first,
progress on the new passenger modules will
probably revert back to its molasses in January
pace. Jim built the logging “cap” that fits over
one of the two corners of the new passenger
modules in less than three weeks. When he
came to work on the modules on Wednesday
nights, he worked on the modules as you can
see by the ground cover and scenery that he
and the Prez laid down. We won’t completely
lose contact with Jim. He is the Club
Webmaster and will host one of our field trips
this fall when we go to see the model railroad
at RPI (http://railroad.union.rpi.edu/).

JJoohhnn WWaalllleerr’’ss CCoolluummnn
Bob Johnston often writes about passenger

trains for Trains magazine (trainsmag.com).
There are two such articles in the September
2004 issue1, and I commend them both to you.
   I was struck by the apparently different
messages being sent in the two articles. One
describes how badly inter-city passenger rail is
performing, and the other describes a model
which works.
   On further analysis I was able to resolve this
apparent conflict. In reality, the basic message
of both articles is founded on the visceral
attitude of the U.S. Congress to inter-city
passenger rail.
   In the first article, Johnston describes the
results of monitoring one week of delays on
various inter-city routes. It will come as no
surprise to those MPRR members, who went
on the recent rail fan tour, that the most
prevalent cause of delay was freight train
interference.
   Amtrak’s standard of lateness would cause
some amusement to other operators of
passenger trains, but it is not usually funny for

1 The Hot Passenger Train is a Dying Breed, page
20, and California Today…The Nation Tomorrow?,
page 54.

Amtrak passengers. And it is very costly for
Amtrak in additional hotel bookings, and other
measures needed to get those irate passengers
to where they intend to go.
   Johnston uses a lateness threshold of 30
minutes. On this basis, his analysis found there
were 91 incidents of freight train interference
delay, with a total delay of 94 hours. The next
most prevalent cause was mechanical failure
snafus, both at the terminal and on the track.
Here there were 62 incidents for 78 hours of
delay2.
   The attitude of freight railroads to expediting
human cargo varies somewhat between roads.
One might have thought that the removal of
the necessity to provide those passenger
services themselves might have made for a
public spirit attitude. Perhaps there is some of
that, but it may well be lost in corporate and
shareholder greed.
   Sometimes states kick in to help, a matter
which is the theme of the second article. For
example, over $7M was contributed by
Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama
for bypass and other improvements on the
CSX New Orleans-Jacksonville line. But still
there are delays.
   The article about California sends a message
of hope. The first  time I ever drove myself in
California was from the airport to Anaheim in
Los Angeles. I was on a six-lane freeway in
which all lanes came to a grinding halt due to
an accident.
   On another occasion, I was visiting
Glendale, 28 miles from Los Angeles airport,
and asked how long I should allow to get
there. I could not believe the answer, four
hours, but I needed every minute.
   So it is not surprising that California started
turning back to intra-state train travel as early
as 1976, having trashed existing passenger
train systems not long before. While the
fraction of train riders is still small compared
with car travellers, the trains are proving to be
very popular.
   It is a joint California-Amtrak deal. This is a
double benefit:

2 There were 281 incidents in all for 333 hours of
delay.
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