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Thomas Show a Rousing Success

On the first two weekends in November
the Club supported the Thomas the Tank
Engine show at the Essex Steam Train
facility with an HO layout at. This year we
were in the closed room in the basement of
the Dickinson Building. It was both bigger
and warmer than the room with the large
open door where we froze the last couple of
years. We brought the modules in on
Wednesday evening and were successfully
running by Saturday morning, except for
some nagging corrosion problems in the bus
plugs between modules.

Two raffles were held, one each weekend.
This was our most successful fund-raiser to
date. (The Trea$urer told us how successful
at the meeting on November 21. We could
have done even better if we had some more
promotion.) The raffles were received very
well by the Thomas public, even though we
couldn’t answer all of their (important
Thomas) questions. All in all, a good time
was had by all at the show in Essex.

For another view of our experience at the
show at Essex see the VP’s Niche.

One-Day Display in New London

The “Prez” has successfully negotiated a
place for us in the New London Train
Station for a one-day display. Time is short!
It is set for Saturday December the 4th from
noon to 5:30 in the lobby of the train
station. We will need to load Tuesday night
(November 30) at Essex, and set up in the
station Thursday night. We have a locked
room adjacent to the room to store buildings,
trains, and other miscellaneous stuff from
Thursday night to Saturday. We will break

down Saturday night after the show and get
the stuff back to Essex the following week.

We will begin our Christmas display the
following weekend at Essex. Details are
lacking right now so stay in touch with a
Club Officer or active member to get the
latest on setting up, the schedule and other
breaking information.

See the President’s Corner.

Dues (Oh No! Oh Yeah!) Are Due!!
OK, OK, OK, you’ve heard it all before

but it is now time to face the ugly fact that
your Club dues for 2005 need to be paid. If
you want to be on the list of members that is
submitted to the Amherst Club for a free
pass to the Springfield show then you must
have paid your dues by January 9, 2005.
There is a meeting that day. Make your
check payable to "Mohegan Pequot Model
Railroad Club". Dues are $25 for Regular
Members, $12.50 for Juniors and Seniors
(you know who you are) and $30 for
Families. In keeping with our new policy of
“not screwing it up”, please pay the Club
Secretary, Bob Applegate, (not any other
officer). You can pay him at a display, show
or meeting or send a check to:

The Secretary

c/o M-P Model RR Club

23 Hyde Park Drive

Gales Ferry, CT 06335-1941.

Meetings, Work & Operating Sessions

In December we will be meeting on the 1*
and 3" Sundays of the month so we won’t
conflict with Christmas. The meetings on
the 5™ and 19th will be held at 7:30 PM at
the Bill Library in Ledyard, CT. The hope to
continue to have one business meeting and
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one informal meeting each month but to do
so we need to have people put on clinics,
present slide shows and so forth.

Work sessions are now on Wednesday and
Thursday nights at Larry Southwick’s house
in North Stonington, CT. But, as always,
call Larry if you have some free time, and
see if it is convenient to come over and work
in his basement.

Springfield Show

This year we don’t expect to have Vic
Clark haul the 48°/53’ trailer to the Amherst
Railway Society Big Railroad Hobby Show
at the Big E in West Springfield, Mass. We
have heard that Vic’s tractor is not working
and we will have to get everything there by
other means. It has been a great run and the
Club is very grateful that Vic did this for so
many years.

We are now resolved to transport
everything with the red, white, and blue
trailers, plus member’ vehicles/trailers. This
will take more effort and coordination than
in the past so the January meetings will be
very important for assigning modules and
other Club stuff to people to bring to the
show. The contract with the Amherst Club
has been signed and we have the same
spaces as last year. The Club will not pay for
members parking this year (read you have to
pay for parking yourself). We expect the
Connecticut G-Gaugers to come to the show
to help Bob MacGregor.

See the Dues article about getting your
name on the list for a pass to the show.

Extracts: November Meeting Notes
[Only includes information relevant this month
or not incorporated in other newsletter articles.]

(Extracts from John Waller’s meting notes for 7
(Essex) and 21(Bill Library) November 2004.

Seventh (Thomas)

A very brief Club meeting was held after
the hordes had departed. Staying at Essex,
Springfield, and Work Sessions were
discussed.

Twenty-first (Bill Library)
New members Glenn Siter and family were
welcomed to the Club.

Connector Problems
Connector problems on the main traction
bus were reported; perhaps they are getting
old (!!), and some might need to be replaced.
These are Cinch/Jones connectors. The
connectors on the new passenger station
modules are also being worked on as well.

Holiday Layout

In December the Club will be in the
Dickinson Witch Hazel building to support
the holiday steam train excursions. Night
sessions are a problem for us, While we
would greatly prefer to be upstairs, for a
variety of reasons, we should be
accommodating and not too picky at this
stage but liability issues must be resolved.
The very poor outside lighting and slippery
hill are a hazard. Heating is still an issue.
We should have the donation box out, but no
raffle. Nearly all the old train magazines are
gone.

Dues
Dues are due January 1, with deadline
January 9 for Springfield admission. As
before, any attempt to “free-load” can only
embarrass the Club. The dues § value is not
set in the Club bylaws, but any changes
must be made in January, to take effect the

following calendar year.

Danielson Location
Al Mayo reported again on the Maple
Street Mills location, above a hobby shop,
and showed some pictures taken inside.
There are certainly pros and cons for the
location. Dan and John Waller will check it
out further.

New London Station

The station is being renovated and a model
train layout is being mooted. Maybe more
than one scale could be included. Could
funding from the city be available for
something like this? It would give the Club
very good exposure and free promotion. At
the moment, we do not have enough corners
for two separate HO layouts. Modules
selected for this display should show some
decent abstraction of the real world, such as
the newly-decorated corner module (thanks
to the Hargers).
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Permanent Layout

What is a permanent layout anyway? A
modular layout which can only be
assembled one way?? The Club has had
unprecedented benefits from being able to
use Larry’s large basement, but cannot
expect this to be available indefinitely.
Continued thought and planning must go
into this matter.

Citigroup Center Train Layout
A possible railfan trip to the Center was
mooted. The layout is located at 153 East
53" St. at Lexington Ave. in Manhattan. It
is open from 10 to 6 from November 26 to
January 1 next year.

Clinics
Barry Howard of Howard Hobbies is
willing to do a seminar on rocks. Dan tabled
a scenery demonstration, and he has also
compressed millions of years of rock
formation into a few weeks on the “H”
passenger station module. It takes a civil

engineer to do these things.

Member News

Here is where we actually try to
communicate with our fellow Club members
and those who might want to join us. Do you
need some help with a model railroading
problem, have expertise to share or just want
to get out in the world more? Then let it be
known in the Club newsletter.

coosve AMERICAN RAINROADS woir- -

IN PARTHERSHIP WITH ALL AMERICA

New Member Glenn Siter

Glenn is a retired Navy Seabee Equipment
Operator First Class (EO1) after 20 years of
being deployed around the world. (The
Seabees are the construction arm of the
Navy. If you’ve never seen “John Wayne
and the Fighting Seabees” you’re missing
something.) He is the father of seven
wonderful, intelligent children and is now
employed at the Groton Submarine Base in
the computer department. Glen has been
involved with model trains since he can’t
remember. Now that he is retired and in one
place he hopes to start building his own

layout. He has construction, heavy

equipment and computer skills which he

hopes will make him an asset to the club.
Welcome aboard Glenn!

Possible Location for Permanent Layout

A second story room in a mill complex in
Putnam has been offered to the Club as a
possible location for a permanent layout.
Member Al Mayo recently checked it out.
The area is approximately four times the
size of the room that we meet in at the Bill
Library. Here is what Al has to say.

This is three pictures of the building that
we can rent from the owner of the Toy Loft
located off of exit 91 from 1-395. I talked to
the guy and he brought me up to the spot
that we can have for $300 a month. There
are two exits out of there in fact there are
actually three exits. He said he would also
donate stuff to our club if we should choose
to move in there. He even gave me a good
deal when I bought from there yesterday.
There is a bathroom, two other small rooms
too for anything. Well check out the
pictures
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This is the room and a picture of the
heater that is metered but all the electricity is
included.

John YWaller's Column

An Australian friend recently sent me
some information on the Victorian Railways
S-class steam locomotive, of which four
were built in the late 1920’s. Part of the
story I am about to relate sheds more light,
for me at least, about the demise of mainline
steam.

The S-class loco was a Pacific 4-6-2
probably inspired by the British Flying
Scotsman, which would haul the London-
Scotland expresses, in some cases non-stop
journeys of up to 8 hours, hand-stoked coal,
with relief firemen on board. The tender
contained a corridor connecting to the first
car, so crew members could rest between
tricks.

The most prestigious rail journey in
Australia at that time was the Sydney-
Melbourne trip, one I took many times,
when [ was young. Then there was a break
of gauge' at Albury, where one invariably
changed in the middle of the night.

The Albury-Melbourne leg was 3 hours non-
stop and no water troughs. The S-class was
intended for this service and to haul a heavy
train of passenger cars. The loco itself was
right on the upper limit of track capacity in
respect of weight and speed. The Victorian
Railways determined this train would be the
premier passenger train in Australia. It was
the first train to be fitted with air
conditioning, and travel was as clean as any
train today.

E— T e
An S-class as built and under test. The
shield over the cowcatcher protected test
instruments.

The design and building of the S-class locos
was undertaken at the Victorian Railways
own facility, which was run by the State of
Victoria. A 3-cylinder simple-expansion
design was chosen. Hand stoking was used,
with good quality coal from New South

' T have mentioned the great Australian railway
gauge muddle before in this column.
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