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One-Day Display in New London

On Saturday December the 4th we set up
an HO layout in the lobby of the train station
in New London. The public came in droves
to see us and make gingerbread men for
Christmas. The greatest success of the day
was when the Amtrak conductor on the
Boston to New York train got off at the
station and looked at the display. He was
called on his radio that the train was about to
leave but he told them to hold it for a couple
of minutes so he could complete his tour of
the layout.

M&P Members at one-day display at the New
London Train Station  Photo by Barbara Schubler

We came to Union Station through Dan’s
negotiations and the good graces of Todd
O’Donnell and Ann de Vona. Todd is one of
the two principals who are restoring the
station to its former glory and Ann
volunteers her time to promote it. They are
trying to develop programs with the New
London School system to include Union
Station in their curriculum. They are looking
for ideas such as how railroads played a

major part in the history of New London and
Connecticut. In case you haven’t seen it,
here is some of Ann’s correspondence with
the Club:

Could you all gather some ideas about
what we might propose to the school
system? Some ideas we've bantered about
include:

1. A 1-2 week model train building
(running) course for kids, to be held this
summer. This might include: model building,
the science of  motion, historic
representation, and the like.
2. A kids club that would meet weekly/bi-
weekly/ monthly to teach kids the things
listed above and team work, leadership, etc.
We will find education folks to help
develop the "curriculum" and manage the
administrative, and marketing sides of the
program.

Basically, what we need to uncover is the
level of interest that your guys have in
mentoring and working with young people
within the context of model train building.

In essence, the amazing gift you guys
provide is a love of trains and the passion to
share that love.... THAT is the key ingredient
that will make a kid focused program work.
We (Union Station and it's community
program QOutstanding Kids) can handle the
other stuff (read: get you the kids who are
interested in learning and exploring through
the magic of trains.

So, any ideas? Here is our chance to get
model railroading before the next
generation. Dan Delany is the point of
contact with Union Station so pass your
ideas along to him.
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CLUB Due§$$333$
At this newsletter printing, the Secretary

only has renewals for about 40% of the
membership. If you want to be on the list of
members that is submitted to the Amherst
Club for a free pass to the Springfield show
then you must pay your dues at the January
9, 2005 Club Meeting or have mailed them
to the Secretary by January 7. Make your
check payable to "Mohegan Pequot Model
Railroad Club". Dues are $25 for Regular
Members, $12.50 for Juniors and Seniors
(you know who you are) and $30 for
Families. In keeping with our long-
established policy of “not screwing it up”,
please only pay the Club Secretary, Bob
Applegate, (not any other officer). Pay him
at the meeting or send a check to Bob at the
following address:

The Secretary

c/o M-P Model RR Club

23 Hyde Park Drive

Gales Ferry, CT 06335-1941.

Meetings, Work & Operating Sessions

In January we will meet on the 9™ (final
date for dues to put you on the list for
Springfield) and 23™ at 7:30 PM at the Bill
Library in Ledyard, CT. These are the big
planning meetings for Springfield so please
be there.

Work sessions were back at Larry
Southwick’s house on the Wednesday after
Christmas. We have a work session for
Sunday January 2, starting at 0900, to get
things ready for Springfield. call Larry if
you have some free time, and see if it is
convenient to come over and work in his
basement.

Springfield Show
This year we are out of the nest (Vic’s
tractor and trailer) and have to bring
everything to Springfield with our own
vehicles. We will work out the logistics at
the two January meetings. We will need
every trailer, van, truck or whatever that we

collectively own or can borrow. Timing will
be very important. All of the modules and
critical equipment like C-clamps must be
delivered early on Friday morning so we
have enough time to set up the layouts. We
need your time and effort to make it work
well. The exact times for setting up will be
established at the January meetings but
history says that we should be at the Young
Building by 9:00 A.M. on Friday.

The Ambherst Club and the Big E have
their increasingly onerous requirements that
we are obligated to follow. If you want to
get a pass for Saturday and Sunday you must
have paid your dues for 2005 (See Dues
article.) Bob Applegate can’t add to the list
that he submits to the Amherst Club, The
Big E is going to charge us $5 to park for
two days. The only good thing to say about
that is that we can buy the ticket on Friday
so we don’t have to stand in line on
Saturday to get it.

Extracts: December Meeting Notes
[Only includes information relevant this month
or not incorporated in other newsletter articles.]

(Ref. John Waller’s December notes.)

A very brief meeting was held at the Bill
Library on December 4. Eighteen people
attended the Essex meeting on the 19" of
December.

Essex

Discussions are still being held with the
Essex management. We would like to be
upstairs from where we were the last two
weeks (heat rises you know) on a semi-
permanent basis. Perhaps we could be in
another building. We own a kerosene heater,
but its use was restricted in the presence of
the public.

President’s Work Load and Delegation

Dan was urged not to do everything
himself. He is conscious of this but prefers
to have a single channel of contact, to avoid
possible confusion. We must guard against
burn out. Negotiations are going well with
the New London people.

Potpourri

New Club attire is being procured (See
next article). The Danielson site for a layout
has been ruled unacceptable. Bill Evans
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