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The Prez’s Manifesto

In the wake of the end of the M-P club
show era, there were a lot of questions and
concerns about the direction of the club. I
personally did a lot of thinking about that
since the club has been such a big part of my
life. With the relatively recent announcement
of the 2009 NMRA convention being held in
Hartford, we have been presented with a
huge opportunity to set our club apart from
other modular railroad clubs. What we have
always been good at, and where our biggest
strengths lie, is in putting on great public
displays with our layouts. That, in and of
itself, is what the vision of the club is and
should be. With that said, we are already
pretty good at that. So, the real question is
how do we take what we are already good at
and expand what we do? What we are
lacking is the national exposure that a club
of our caliber deserves. We are not looking
to change what we do, but rather get the
attention that we have earned. With our
long term goal to garner national attention
and prestige at the 2009 National
Convention in Hartford, there are a number
of steps we need to take as a club to
accomplish this task.

First and foremost, is the process we have
already set in motion by revamping the
layout not only through our new club
modules, but also through the addition and
upgrades to individual member’s modules.
This will allow us to showcase our talents as
individuals and as a group. This process is
already on its way to Dbeing an
overwhelming success. In the coming years

we will be displaying a layout that is not
only new but also reflective of the most
modern standards of modular railroading.

Second, we need to increase our visibility
within the hobby, which can be
accomplished through traditional media
outlets as well as our club’s website. Our
website should be used as a two part tool,
first to give the public an opportunity to see
what we do, as well as be an informational
resource for the club’s members to share
information and projects. This is an easy
and quick way to provide a gigantic online
resume for what the club is, what it does,
and where we are headed which can give us
credibility within the hobby. In addition, it
can be used as a forum for members to
display projects that they are working on
and ideas they have that can be used to make
us a better club.

The club website can do a lot for us but in
order to reach the majority of our fellow
model railroaders, the traditional media
outlets such as magazines are the way to go.
In the short term, our goal is to have short
articles, trackside photos, and such done by
club members to bolster our long-term goal
of having regular feature articles in print
magazines. We have club members that
have experience with this and they can be a
guide for members to get our club’s name
out there.

Third, is to expand our geographical reach
beyond southern New England. We need to
reach for large shows outside of our comfort
zone that provide us with an opportunity to
get our name out there. I’m not suggesting
taking a Springfield size layout all over
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North  America, but instead, when
opportunities  present themselves, we
explore and use them to reach our goals.

This is an outline of a vision for the
Mohegan Pequot Model Railroad Club. The
goal isn’t to change the club internally or
change what we do. The goal is to continue
to do what we do at the highest level, get the
recognition, and still have damn good time
doing it.- The Prez

Stop the Presses!

Major Announcement from the Desk of

the President

After 24 hours of module building, the
tiredness had set in. Wild thoughts and
schemes were running amuck here in
Manchester. A conversation about the
direction of the club led to a check of the
NMRA website and a discovery of the 2006
National Train Show in Philadelphia, PA.
With the June 30" deadline approaching for
modular railroad clubs, it was decided that
attendance would be extremely beneficial
(and enjoyable) for our club. After careful
discussions with my closest and most trusted
advisors, namely Jim Spavins, Jim DeLany
and Stu Dom, it was decided that it would be
within the best interest of the club to submit
an application to be a part of the event.

In all seriousness, we have submitted to
the National Train Show committee a pre-
registration form for club for the 2006
National Train show in Philadelphia, PA, to
be held on July 7, 8, and 9. The plan is to
take a 20’ x 36’ layout that will include the
passenger service module as the focal point
of this foray into the City of Brotherly Love.
At this point, we are still not completely
committed to the show as we still need to
send in an official registration packet that
we will receive in the early fall.

Why would we do such a thing? If you
read the previous piece, this will be a great
stepping-stone for our club. It will lay the
perfect groundwork for success here in
Hartford in 2009, which I see as the ultimate
stage for our club. It will help us establish
more contacts at the national level, as well
as give us exposure to the many media
outlets that will be present at such a show.

This is an event we will discuss in much
greater detail as we get more information
from the National Train Show committee.

The expectation is to take a small and a
manageable layout that can be run and set
up by a small group of people that have the
time and energy for such an adventure.

Building new Modules

This was a Herculean effort by the Club.
We worked three full weekends in
increasingly warmer weather. There were no
significant casualties and all eyes and digits
remain intact. Stu Dom should be
congratulated on a magnificent job of
planning, organizing and engineering. A lot
of trees died on this project and not just to
be plywood. Stu had reams of papers
describing every one of the over 2,000
pieces of wood that were used to make the
modules. Stu and Jim Spavins also cut wood
before and after the scheduled weekend
work sessions. We all thank them for the use
of their tools and houses for this great
project.

The benchwork for the thirty-one new
private modules is now substantially
complete. The feet, which individual owners
will need to install, are still on order. Stu is
making the final computations of the bills
and you should be getting them shortly.
Outstanding payments should be sent to the
Treasurer, Don Counsellor.

Meetings and Work Sessions

Wednesday night work sessions continue
throughout the year at Larry Southwick’s
house in North Stonington beginning around
7:00 P. M. A lot of work still needs to be
done on the new passenger modules and
other club modules. There have been some
suggestions about listing specific jobs so
people know what has to be done when they
get there.

In July there will only be one meeting, on
the 10™ at the Bill Library at 7:30 P. M.
This will primarily be to plan the big field
trip to Ohio and Pennsylvania.

Here is the schedule for the rest of the
summer meetings.
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August: The only August meeting will be on
the 4™ weekend, on Sunday the 28" at the
Bill Library at 7:30 P. M.
September: We will be back on the two
meetings a month schedule. The first
meeting will be at Larry Southwick’s after
the Sunday work session on the 10", At 7:30
PM. The second meeting will be held at the
Bill Library in Ledyard at 7:30 P. M

No clinics will be held during the summer
monthly meetings.

Extracts: April Meeting Notes
[Only includes information relevant this month
or not incorporated in other newsletter articles.]

(Ref. John Waller’s June 26 notes.)

Wednesday Evening Work Sessions will
continue at Larry’s as usual. Larry is
anxious to have a working layout!
Passenger Station This should be brought
up to a working state, especially the rail
joining sections, many of which are
bowed. Electrically, everything is
working, except for much tidying of
wiring, and uncouplers. The new PCB’s
for turnout control are ready; eleven
have been installed.

There was some discussion about the
Auxiliary Panel, whether it should exist at
all and, if so, what form it should take. The
consensus was to gain experience with what
is there before making any more decisions.
Fostoria Trip Arrangements will be finalized
at the July 10 meeting. Reservations should
be made the following day at the latest.
Future Shows and Displays There will be no
Club Show this year. Thomas and Essex are
on the cards, but we never know anything
definite until a few weeks to go.

NER Convention October 2005, Stamford

It is noted that the NER Coupler of June
2005 makes no mention of our involvement.
We have been told that a 24 x 32 layout
could be accommodated, but things are
vague. Bill Evans should check on this.

Member News
Here is where we actually try to
communicate with our fellow Club members
and those who might want to join us. Do you
need some help with a model railroading

problem, have expertise to share or just want
to get out in the world more? Then let it be
known in the Club newsletter.

=T
Letters to the Editor

Vent your opinions here!
Com’on, you have one.

Field Trips

Jim Delany is our field trip coordinator. If
you have any suggestions, let him know.

The following club trips have been
scheduled or are being considered.

Annual Club Trip: Fostoria Fan Trip is
scheduled Wednesday to Sunday, July 18 to
24. Leave early Wednesday and go straight
to Fostoria; Thursday — Fostoria; Friday —
Fostoria and other Ohio hot spots, PM leave
for Altoona; Saturday — Altoona, PM leave
for Harrisburg; Sunday — Harrisburg, PM
leave for home, ®. Options for trip are stops
at Berea / Belleview.

Other possible trips in August and
September are a visit to Northlandz in New
Jersey and a local tourist railroad there.
Visit New Haven station and take
MetroNorth to Grand Central Terminal in
New York City. Also visit to the
Providence Northern club and AA Hobbies,
and a trip to the Palmer, MA area where
CSX and New England Central cross
(formerly Boston and Albany and
Central Vermont). Tucker's Hobbies is only
a 15 min. drive from Palmer.

Various Connecticut railroad museums
were also mentioned for one-day trips like
the Eastern Railroad Museum in
Willimantic and the one in Danbury.

John YWaller's Column

I will be away in Australia by the time the
July Newsletter is sent out, but [ am writing
this column in advance, as well as the one
for the August Newsletter.

The theme for both months will be: “Is
this a wake-up call, or what!?!”

The MAGLEYV principle was developed in
the USA but, as far as [ know, nothing has
really happened with MAGLEV in North
America. There have been several proposals,
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