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The News for: August 2005

Club Field Trip to Ohio and Penn.

Glorious! Fabulous! Fantastic! What else
can you say about five straight days of
railfanning? Ten M&P Club Members
visited Fostoria, Deshler, Bellevue and
Berea, Ohio, and Altoona and Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania. The weather was fine (It was
absolutely perfect on Saturday.) and, believe
it or not, the company was very cordial and
pleasant for the whole trip.

Various GE and EMD engines were seen
in BNSF, UP, CSX, NS, Conrail and several
different lease colors. The most impressive
sight was a priority train loaded with United
Parcel Service trailers that roared through
Fostoria at night at 60 MPH plus. Unusual
sights included a Chessie System caboose
(lots of FREDs) and a load on a flatcar with
two trailers full of Bobcat loaders. At the NS
yard in Bellevue there was a hump engine
operating with two slugs. The new Pan Am
boxcars are rolling on the roads today. In
flat Ohio, one train was 170 cars long,

The vegetation at Horseshoe Curve has
been cut and now you can see the trains
from the road. The Railroaders Memorial
Museum in Altoona shows not just the
history of the Pennsylvania Railroad but
how the people worked on the railroad.
Maybe when we go to Altoona next year the
GG1 will be refurbished and the K-4 will
return from its long rebuild.

Presidents Addition: The trip also concluded
with a stop at Bill Evan’s house to check out
the progress on his new layout. “Progress”
is really an understatement, as Bill has
essentially complete most of his trackwork

and a lot of the structures for the layout. I’'m
definitely looking forward to taking another
trip up there in the near future to check
things out, cause Bill’s really rockin and
rollin.  (Club trip maybe...)  Equally
impressive was Bill’s workshop, adjacent to
his layout, complete with every tool
imaginable, including a spray booth,
ultrasonic cleaner, and plently of other cool
gadgets. Club members take heed!!

Building new Modules
The fun is over and now the work begins
to lay the track and scenery on the 31 new
privately held modules. See Stu Dom to get
the inserts for the legs. Outstanding
payments should be sent to the Treasurer,
Don Counsellor.

Meetings and Work Sessions
Wednesday night work sessions continue
throughout the year at the house of The
Larry of Southwick in North Stonington,
beginning around 7:00 P. M. A lot of work
still needs to be done on the new passenger
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modules and other club modules. There have
been some suggestions about listing specific
jobs so people know what has to be done
when they get there.
August: The only August meeting will be on
the 4™ weekend, on Sunday the 28" at the
Bill Library at 7:30 P. M.
September: We will be back on the two
meetings a month schedule. The first
meeting will be at Larry Southwick’s after
the Sunday work session on the 10", At 7:30
PM. The second meeting will be held at the
Bill Library in Ledyard at 7:30 P. M

No clinics will be held during the summer
monthly meetings.

Newsletter Problems

Due to a chronic virus in the software of
the editor’s internet service provider, no
emails could be received in the last part of
July. Therefore the July Meeting Notes and
the VP’s column are not included in the
newsletter this month. This month’s
newsletter was sent electronically by 2222

Member News

Here is where we actually try to
communicate with our fellow Club members
and those who might want to join us. Do you
need some help with a model railroading
problem, have expertise to share or just want
to get out in the world more? Then let it be
known in the Club newsletter.

Letters to the Editor
Vent your opinions here!
Com’on, you have one.

Field Trips

Jim Delany is our field trip coordinator. If
you have any suggestions, let him know.
The summer is going fast.

The following club trips have been
scheduled or are being considered.

Possible trips in August and September are
a visit to Northlandz in New Jersey and a
local tourist railroad there. Visit New
Haven station and take MetroNorth to Grand
Central Terminal in New York City. Also
visit to the Providence Northern club and
AA Hobbies, and a trip to the Palmer, MA
area where CSX and New England Central

cross (formerly Boston and Albany and
Central Vermont). Tucker's Hobbies is only
a 15 min. drive from Palmer.

Various Connecticut railroad museums
were also mentioned for one-day trips like
the Eastern Railroad Museum in
Wiillimantic and the one in Danbury.

John YWaller's Column

Last month’s column was a global wake-
up call to what the Chinese are capable of
doing. They seem to have got the mix of a
totalitarian government and a free-market
economy about right. Three years, just three
years, to build a major MAGLEV project
from contract signing to demonstration daily
operations.

This month I want to scale down in size
and address commuter rail in Connecticut.
The North Shore service is languishing with
equipment beyond its useful life, and
nothing, it seems, in the pipeline to fix it.
Meanwhile, there are road projects, such as
Route 6 in Brooklyn, where several years
are being spent turning a two-lane highway
into, ummm, a two-lane highway.

Of course, Route 6 will have broader lanes
and emergency stopping lanes, and there are
some slow ftraffic lanes included. Any
increase in safety thereby achieved must be
offset by greater vehicle speeds. When
gasoline prices shot up recently, the slow-
down on highways was noticeable. Now
speeds have gone back to where they were.
Those who sell gasoline and diesel fuel must
be salivating. Is this the basis for the
reluctance to find money to upgrade
commuter rail?

I will be visiting Perth' on my upcoming
Australian trip. Perth’s population is
expanding rapidly and new freeways are
under construction. At the same time, a very
modern commuter rail system has been
developed, with much of the track on
freeway median strips.

At first there was great opposition, in
some quarters, to the trains with claims that
people, who are as addicted to cars as the
average American, would not ride the trains.

' Roughly the size of Boston.
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