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The News for: Novemler 2005

Ginny Paradis Passes

After a valiant fight with Cancer, Ginny
Paradis, the wife of Club Member Bill
Paradis, passed away on Saturday October
15, 2005 about 10 PM. The funeral was held
on Saturday, October 22 at New Christ the
King Church in Old Lyme. All of the M&P
Club embership sends their condolences to
Bill and his family.
Virginia’s Obituary Published on 10/19/2005

Lyme — Virginia M. Paradis, 71, died
peacefully with complete grace and dignity
on Friday, Oct. 14, at Bayview Health
Center, Waterford.

Virginia was born in 1934, the daughter of
John and Mary Leonard of Peabody, Mass.
She was educated at St. John Girls High
School in Peabody then attended Salem State
Teachers College.

She married William Benjamin Paradis on
New Year's Eve of 1955 at St. Ann Church
in Peabody.

Ginny, as she was known, also leaves behind
a lifetime of community service. While
raising six children, she participated in and
supported the Brownies, Cub Scout, Girl
Scouts, Boy Scouts and 4-H in Maryland and
Lyme. She was an active participant in
several area schools, as a proctor at St.
Bernard High School in Uncasville, on the
Parents Advisory Board and as a member of
Friends of Music at Lyme/Old Lyme High
School; and she was active for over 30 years
at Lyme Consolidated Grammar School,
where the Ginny Paradis Service Award was
created in 1987 in recognition of her
dedication. She was founding member and

secretary of the Ruth Ann Heller Music
Foundation, an organization dedicated to
providing scholarships to deserving music
students. She was also an active member of
the Roman Catholic Church. Ginny served
the church by teaching CCD classes, guiding
her six children and their classmates through
First Communion and Confirmation. She co-
coordinated the Funeral Ministry at Christ
the King Church in Old Lyme for many
years.

Ginny also worked as a volunteer at the
Soup Kitchen on Montauk Avenue in New
London as a cook and server and for over 20
years for Meals on Wheels, preparing and
delivering meals to people in the mid-coast
area.

In addition to her husband of 50 years, she is
survived by six children, Lee Ann Paradis
and her husband, James Venditto Jr.,
William Paradis Jr., Dawn M. Peret, Kim T.
Blanchard and her husband, Alan, Alan D.
Paradis and his wife, Caryn, and Kristian L.
Paradis; two brothers, Rev. John Charles
Leonard and George Leonard; a sister,
Joanne Powers; and eight grandchildren,
Corey, Taryn, Samuel, Kelley, Travis,
Michael, Grant and Vivian.

She was predeceased by her brother, James
Leonard.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be
celebrated by her brother, Rev. John
Leonard, at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Oct. 22,
2005, at Christ the King Church, 1 McCurdy
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Road, Old Lyme. There will be a reception
after the Mass in the parish center of the
church. A graveside service will be held
following the reception at 2 p.m. at Eight
Mile River Cemetery, Lyme. Friends may
call on Friday evening from 6 to 8§ p.m. at
the  Fulton-Theroux  Funeral  Home,
Beckwith Lane, Old Lyme.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made, at
Ginny's request, to Christ the King Church
Funeral Ministry Endowment, 1 McCurdy
Road, Old Lyme, CT 06371.m

M&P at the NER/NMRA Show

M&P  participated in the NMRA
Northeastern Region show at Stamford, CT
on Saturday and Sunday, October 8-9.
Stamford provided good coverage for the
Club among the NMRA hierarchy. We were
the only working layout of any substance
present; most others were clinics. Richard
Einhorn (www.TheTrainShow.com) took
moving pictures and recorded voices. We
are expecting these to be aired on direct TV,
Ch 379 and Dish TV, Ch 9409. Thanks to
Bob McGregor for hauling the blue trailer
through the Stamford traffic.

Thomas the Tank Show at Essex
The Thomas the Tank Engine Show will
be held in Essex, CT on the weekends of
November 5-6 and 12-13, 2005. (We have
now finally been officially told that we are
participating. Dan will contact Essex to see
about having a display there at Christmas.)
These are the weekends where we raffle
off some of that fine Thomas stuff to help
finance the Club for the year. Reserve a day
or two to help with the raffle. There is a new
group in charge of Thomas, and we might
find the unexpected so tread lightly. Already
there is a bit of a hassle over the skirting,

Continuing Saga of the Club Dues

The focus of the October 23 meeting was
the Club dues. As discussed last month a
motion was put to raise dues to $40 for a
single member and $50 for a family with no

senior or officer discounts. Juniors and
Charter members will be handled on a case-
by-case basis. The motion was carried. A
further motion to implement the rise over
two years, $30/40 single and $40/50 family
in 2006/2007 was also carried.

There were several matters discussed in
connection with the dues vote. The need for
the increase is to maintain Club liquidity.
This may have arisen from inadequate
control over expenditures and lack of a
budget. The Treasurer provides a very
detailed account of expenditure but it is a
posteriori accounting. A budget would give
an a priori accounting, allowing for better
control over expenditures. The passenger
modules went well over the original cost
estimates, but we are remaining committed
to them as the Club showpiece.

There are ramifications of not getting dues
paid in a timely manner. Springfield passes
will only be issued to members who have
paid their dues by December 31, 2005. This
is driven by the draconian (but hardly
understandable) need of the Amherst Club to
know by then the number of passes required.
Ambherst will send the Club a block of
passes, with no member’s names on them,
only the Club name. Jim Delany will check
to see if there is some latitude in the
Amberst policy. We might need to amend
the bylaws to require dues to be paid earlier.
The Prez and TreaS$urer will check this out.

Another change in procedure for
Springfield, is that Club members will be
responsible for their own parking fees.
Ambherst has no control over this as parking
is the province of the Big E.

Remember, you pay your dues only to
the Club Secretary Bob Applegate, either in
person or by mailing them to him at:

The Secretary

c/o M-P Model RR Club

23 Hyde Park Drive

Gales Ferry, CT 06335-1941
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Extracts: October Meeting Notes
[Only includes information relevant this month
or not incorporated in other newsletter articles.]

(Ref. John Waller’s October 23 notes.)
at Bill Library

A donation was sent to Christ the King
Church, Old Lyme, in memory of Virginia
Paradis.

We will defer the Naugatuck Railroad
Engineer-for-a-day outing until the Spring.

City buildings are still required for the
Passenger Module; their height could
require the use of the wireless throttles so
that engineers can position themselves to see
where the trains are. If these throttles are
unsatisfactory, other forms of walk-around
throttles will need to be considered.

There is a show in West Warwick second
or third weekend in December which we
might consider attending between Thomas
and Christmas (which requires moving
upstairs anyway — follow the draught). Dan
will provide details.

The Great Marlboro Train Show is on
December 3 and 4.

Another matter is that the bulk of the
money the Club expends goes to the HO
section and the other scales do not get their
“fair share”. If this inconsistent policy
continues there is a danger that the Club will
splinter into the various scales. Dan intends
to take steps to avoid this undesirable trend.

Meetings and Work Sessions

The first meeting of the month will be on
Sunday the 13™ after the Thomas Show at
Essex. There will be no work session as
such. Running the trains and promoting the
raffle is work enough. The second meeting
in November will be held on the 27" at 7:30
P. M at the Bill Library in Ledyard.

Wednesday evening night work sessions
will continue at Larry’s house in North
Stonington, beginning around 7:00 P. M.
with the possibility of holding them at Essex
if we need to get some things done there.

Member News
Here is where we actually try to
communicate with our fellow Club members
and those who might want to join us. Do you

need some help with a model railroading
problem, have expertise to share or just want
to get out in the world more? Then let it be
known in the Club newsletter.

Big Time Model RR Man in Norwich

Here is what Al Mayo has to say about the
Norwich Bulletin visiting his layout and
writing an article about it.

Well guys it was in the newspaper today
and I have posted a link directly to the story
and it has the picture in it. The unfortunate
part is that I am the only one who made the
cut for the newspaper. I would also like to
thank Dan and Barbara for the kind words
they spoke I read today. Well here is the
link to read the ad, cut and paste and it will
go directly to it

http://www.norwichbulletin.com/apps/pbcs.
dll/article? AID=/20051028/LIFESTYLE/51
0280341/1024

Field Trips

You had your chance, the official M&P
field trips are over this year. Now, like the
proverbial cry of the old Brooklyn Dodgers,
“Wait until next year!”

Undaunted by the lack of formal Club
field trips, some Club Members have been
going on their own. Big Al Mayo found Bob
MacGregor there when he went to Palmer,
Mass. to watch some trains. On a later date,
(October 29) Larry Southwick. Barbara &
Wolf Schubler and Al Mayo went to the
South Shore Train Show and had a great
time. To top it off they met fellow Club
Member Ed Bradbury there as well!

This all goes to show that even though the
Club doesn’t schedule a trip that you are still
free to go watch trains wherever you want
to! There’s always another Club member
who wants to go too. Just ask.
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Movers and Sbaduerns

John Waller’s Column

This month I will be writing about a quick
A to Z on the development of the steam
locomotive'.

Building steam engines began in earnest
during the 18" Century, with Newcomen’s
engine being used mainly in mines. They
pumped water out, provided forced air, and
“winding”. The latter means operation of the
various lifts transporting people and ore.
Note that this was about a century before the
theory of heat engines and the development
of steam tables had come into existence.
Engineers were developing things by
intuition and guesswork.

It was also the time of James Watt, who
did not invent the steam engine, contrary to
popular  opinion, but made  great
improvements on what Newcomen had
done. Of course, the unit of power is named
in honor of James Watt, not Newcomen.

Newcomen’s engine admitted steam to a
single-acting cylinder, then cooled the
cylinder down with water to allow the steam
to condense and the weight of the
mechanical components to return the piston
to its starting point.

Watt knew intuitively that this is an
incredibly inefficient process, and
introduced the condenser as a separate piece
from the cylinder. Then, to return the piston
he devised the double-acting cylinder.
Others, following Watt’s lead, began
experimenting with compounding and ever-
increasing steam pressure.

At this point, the technology splits. The
steam locomotive was destined to perpetuate
the double-acting cylinder and increased
steam pressure, but much less compounding
and almost no condensing. Fixed and marine
steam engines used all four technologies.

The need to mine minerals gave rise to the
need for steam-driven pumps. It also gave
rise to tramways, with wagons on wheels, to

" This is partly a review of Richard Trevithick,
Giant of Steam, by Anthony Burton, Aurum
Press Ltd.

move the ore extracted from mines. Canals
were coming to the fore as a dominant
transport medium, and the ore had to be
transported to the nearest canal.

The obvious development was that of a
steam locomotive to pull the ore wagons, to
replace horse and donkey power, or even
people power. But the tramways used
wooden rails, quite inadequate for several
tons of steam locomotive. Iron rails seemed
to be the answer.

Richard Trevithick, born and raised in
Cornwall, was not interested in schooling,
but showed himself to be very capable and
taught himself what he needed to know
about engineering, since there were no
universities that taught the subject at that
time. He is credited with the first instance of
a steam locomotive running on metal rails,
his Penydarren in 18047,

This is a replica of the Penydarren built by
the Trevithick Society, whose president, Phil
Hosken, is seated on the tender turning back
to face the camera. Phil gave me permission
to use this picture. The occasion is the 2004
bicentenary of Trevithick’s original trial run.

I assume the replica is running on steel
rails. The original locomotive did not; it ran
on cast iron rails. The frequent failure of the
rails discouraged Trevithick, he was not a
patient man, and he turned his efforts to
other things. Had he not done so, he might

* In addition, Trevithick dispelled the notion that
there would be insufficient traction between the
wheel and the rail for practical operations.
Furthermore, he is credited with the method of
using the exhaust blast from the cylinder(s) to
draw air through the fire.
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have been remembered better than father
and son, George and Robert Stephenson, for
the development of steam locomotive
technologies which have persisted to this
day.

The Stephenson’s are credited with the fire
tube boiler, direct coupling of the piston to
the wheels (instead of the weird
arrangements on the Penydarren), and
reversing valve gear. They, of course, used
Trevithick’s exhaust blast.

The only major development of steam
locomotive technology still to come, not
counting vast increases in size and
articulation, was superheating. 1 surmise it
was not obvious to the early engineers’ that
superheating was almost something for
nothing. It required the development of
theory to be understood, then became almost
universal from the late 19" Century.

And so it persisted until today. The above
picture shows steam at its pinnacle. A pair
of AD 60 4-8-4 4-8-4 Garrets heads a train
of coal wagons in New South Wales. This
class was introduced on the eve of
dieselisation. They are the largest Garrets
ever built. Fortunately a few have been
preserved, but none restored to working
order, as far as I know.

The AD 60 is not as large as the Mallet
articulated design that was prevalent in
North America, culminating in the Big Boy,
about twice the all-up weight of the AD 60.

John

" BOSTOMN~MAIMNE /

? Although Carnot developed his well known
relationship between efficiency and the absolute
temperatures of inlet and exhaust before much
theory was known.

The President’s Corner
Oh God! The NMRA show, raising dues,
moving, the PE exam! What’s a fella to do?
Dan

Vice President’s Niche

I have been considering what sort of trains
I should run on my new modules.
Construction is proceeding, but more
complex than for a module where the tracks
are laid on the table top.

My inclination was to try and devise a
fictitious road based on geared steam
locomotives, starting with the Shays I have
and perhaps adding other types.

But the Bachmann Spectrum Shays I have
give endless trouble with derailing. When
first received from Bachmann they are OK.
Then after running, or after time, or both,
troubles start. Stu is finding much the same
thing.

Many emails and messages on the
Bachmann bulletin board later, I am none
the wiser. I strongly suspect that the troubles
are caused by the complex drive train, and
have been doing experiments which point in
that direction.

Suffice to say, I am now leaning towards
early North American freight diesels. I
already have a Kato RS-2 (or similar) which
has always performed flawlessly, and is now
fitted for DCC. Kato still advertise RS-2
types, but there seem to be no stocks
available.

By using early diesel locos, I can also run
the Spectrum 0-6-0 switchers (which have
been good), and pretend it is still in the
change-over period.

Kato also advertise a kit which allows
existing decals to be removed. In one of his
tutorials, Dan said this is difficult, and I can
see why. The recommended procedure is
quite involved and fraught with pitfalls.

I am hoping something in Barbara’s line will
suit my needs.

John
RAILROAD

ILLINOIS TERMINAL
COMPANY
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